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Deception is meant to lead us away from obedience to the truth:

Gal 3:1 “O foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that ye should not obey the truth, before whose
eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you?”

Deuteronomy 11:16 “Take heed to yourselves, that your heart be not deceived, and ye turn aside, and
serve other gods, and worship them.”

Deception comes in various ways:

It comes from Seduction

1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the
faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.”

It comes even from those who claim that Jesus is the Christ

Luke 21:8 “And he said, Take heed that ye be not deceived: for many shall come in my name, saying, I
am Christ; and the time draweth near: go ye not therefore after them.”

It comes from counterfeit miracles

Revelation 13:14 “And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he
had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make
an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.”

It comes from false prophets

Jeremiah 29:8 “For thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Let not your prophets and your
diviners, that be in the midst of you, deceive you, neither hearken to your dreams which ye cause to be
dreamed.”

It comes from flattery

Romans 16:18 “For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly; and by good
words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.”

How to recognize deception in your life:

You speak evil of spiritual authority:

Acts 23:5 “Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, that he was the high priest: for it is written, Thou shalt
not speak evil of the ruler of thy people.”

You are self willed

2 Peter 2:10 “But chiefly them that walk after the flesh in the lust of uncleanness, and despise
government. Presumptuous are they, selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil of dignities.”



You speak behind people’s backs what you would never say to their face
Proverbs 16:28 “A froward man soweth strife: and a whisperer separateth chief friends.”
You promote yourself

Revelation 2:20 “Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that woman
Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my servants to commit fornication,
and to eat things sacrificed unto idols.”

You run to, rather than from, youthful lust

2 Timothy 2:22 “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that
call on the Lord out of a pure heart.”

You love money

1 Timothy 6:10-11 “For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they
have erred from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. But thou, O man of God,
flee these things; and follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meekness.”

You’re a liar

Revelation 21:8 “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.”

Your friends have anger problems
Proverbs 22:24 "Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man thou shalt not go.”
You’re rebellious and refuse to heed spiritual counsel

1 Samuel 15:23 “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
Because thou hast rejected the word of the LORD, he hath also rejected thee from being king.”

You’re filled with fear

2 Timothy 1:7 “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.”

How to avoid being deceived:

Pray continually

1 Thessalonians 5:17 “Pray without ceasing.”

Hide God’s Word in your heart

Psalm 119:11 “Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.”

Have no fellowship with evil people



1 Corinthians 15:33 “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners.”
Don’t use drugs, including alcohol

Proverbs 20:1 “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging: and whosoever is deceived thereby is not
wise.”

Flee from sin
Romans 7:11 “For sin, taking occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it slew me.”
Reject Pride

Obadiah 1:3 “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee, thou that dwellest in the clefts of the rock,
whose habitation is high; that saith in his heart, Who shall bring me down to the ground?”

Stay under spiritual authority

Hebrews 13:17 “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is
unprofitable for you.”

Love truth and never lie

2 Thessalonians 2:9-12 “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders,And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.And for this cause God shall send them
strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the
truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”



